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Our Covid challenge:
To learn botany, you need to experience plants outside 

2019 – a much simpler time

2020 – but how!?!



With the students assigned to social bubbles, we 
searched for solutions and found 

Using this free app (for both iPhone and Android), 
we designed guided excursions to 

nature locations that the students could 
access on their cell phones while walking
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Visit the location
Decide on a route interspersed with stops 
Take photos (and/or shoot video footage)

Create Bound (on the PC)
Add each stop with its gps coordinates



Fleshing out the stops:

Adding photos, explanatory 
graphics (and if  you are up for it 
videos or sound clips)

Testing comprehension



Wonderfully simple user interface, but with a lot of  creative leeway



Example of  a stop





Botany requires a lot of  excursions 
to nature locations with narrow 
hiking trails and studying minute 
morphological features of  plants. 

With classes of  60+ students, it’s 
not feasible for everyone to see and 
hear what the lecturer is saying and 
showing.

Why do we use 
ActionBound now

Stop #1

Use your hand lens to 
study the reproductive 
features of  the moss



Botany requires a lot of  hands-on exercises in the 
classroom. With classes of  60+ students it is difficult 
to attend to every request for elucidation during 
exercises.

Now we encourage the use of  cell phones in the class 
room as an aid for both teachers and students ☺



How do we use (and reuse!) ActionBound now

• Introducing key concepts

• Keying (i.e. identifying a plant to a taxonomic level using a reference work)

• Excursions

• Easily accessible information during exercises (like a SOP for the lab)

• Maintenance and elaborative rehearsal

• Students create their own Bounds as coursework



Future plans

1) Incorporate AV into existing Bounds

2) Build a multi-disciplinary introductory Bound for new landscape architect students

3) Build Bounds targetting other groups, e.g., high school students, continuing education

4) Public Bounds to showcase our in situ research on combining recreational needs with biodiversity

Vi vil meget gerne bruge multimedie-delen af ActionBound 
langt mere, da vi mener, den rent pædagogisk fungerer langt 
bedre, hvis vi kan undgå lange, skrevne opslag. Derfor vil vi 
gerne have mulighed for at arbejde med dette aspekt. Vi 
forventer, vi vil kunne udvide vores brug af ActionBound, hvis vi 
kan implementere en større brug af multimedier. App’en 
kommer aldrig til at kunne stå i stedet for ekskursioner til 
vigtige, botaniske lokaliteter, men det er hændt, at vi har 
måttet aflyse en ekskursion, fx grundet vejret (eller en 
pandemi). Med gode, forklarende videoer fra lokaliteten 
indbygget i Bound’en vil de studerende stadig kunne få noget af 
udbyttet. Vi ville også kunne lave gode Intro-bounds til længere 
ekskursioner til ind- og udland, som de studerende kunne bruge 
til forberedelse før selve ekskursionen eller under transporten. 
Som med de øvrige Bounds vil en sådan Intro-Bound væsentligt 
kunne reducere, hvor meget de tilknyttede lærerkræfter skal 
hjælpe med.

Vores håb er, at vi også vil kunne tilbyde botaniske forløb til 
andre relevante grupper, som fx gymnasier, højskoler, 
efteruddannelse (fx for gartnere eller arkitekter), eller andre, 
der ønsker en botanisk rundvisning. Det kunne være en oplagt 
måde at fremvise vores in situ forskning for interessenter (fx 
borgere, der går tur i området). Her vil det være essentielt, at 
Bound’ens brug af multimedier fremstår professionelt. S



Action bound was super cool and a great way to lead the 
student and really help, even if  it wasn’t a physical help

Good and bad. Personally, I think that using my 
cell phone can be a huge distraction when I’m 
outside in nature. But as a learning tool that’s 
”extra”, maybe when you have an extra hour, it’s 
really excellent. Or also when you’re just sitting at 
home ☺

It works really well on the excursions, because 
you are not restricted to staying in a large group 
with a lecturer

Very good – it’s calming to move 
in a smaller group and grasp more 
of  what’s being taught

ActionBound has been a really good and 
contributing addition to the teaching. There 
could be a lot more; that would be really 
good!

Absolutely super! Also great for working 
with at home

Feedback
AB is great for rehearsing the curriculum, 
but please provide answers for the questions



Currently, we are working with Stephan Gertz and 
Rasmus Fløe Mølbak on building a Bound to introduce 
people to the beautiful garden at Frederiksberg Campus, 
Landbohøjskolens Have.

Just scan the QR-code on the right for a sneak preview.

Finally, we would like to thank Stephan and Rasmus for 
all their help, the Pool for Teaching Development 
with Digital Elements, the Make A Difference 
conference, and all of  you for listening.

Thank you!




